Have you ever felt inclined to spend
£1,250 on a bottle of whisky? No, I
thought not. However, that’s exactly
what five Americans did the other day
when they went for lunch at the classy
Boisdale of Bishopsgate.

Food was certainly not a priority for
our intrepid diners — of the £2,409.86
they spent, only £400 went on food.

True to the spirit of the joint — it is
owned by aristocratic  Ranald
Macdonald, and the name Boisdale
comes from a remote port in the Quter
Hebrides which for centuries was the
home of his family clan — one of the
diners ordered a mini haggis.

The traditional accompaniment to
this dish is, of course, a wee dram. But
there was nothing wee about the
whisky they selected. The bottle of
Macallan they ordered was 50 years old
and set them back a staggering £1,526.

Tam pleased to say they didn't leave
the booze intake at that. To accompany
their main courses of sea bream, veni-
son burger, Haggis, langoustine and

game pie, they ordered two bottles of
1962 Chateus Gruaud Larese. Even this
classic wine did not assuage the thirst
of our free-wheeling colonial cousins,
and they ordered a bottle of Meursault
to keep proceedings buoyant.

“You might imagine this repast went
on most of the afterncon. No.
According to my spy, our heroic five,
all of them in early middle-age and
rather well-upholstered, spent less
than two hours at the table and even
managed to cram in some puddings.

One of the men was heard saying
he was going to spend the afterncon
in the gym. Very wise, Heaven knows
‘what became of the rest of them.
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