DESPERATELY SEEKING A LOG FIRE

weekend
T

YOU'RE a townie You don't go
to sleep at night counting
sheep, but stopson the Narth-
emline,

Your handsweren't made
Iurrliggingupspuds, bt for
hailing taxis, I'mwith you.

But occasionally, the urge

RED HOT | The Lamb

to breathe cliean air becomes
allconsumingand youdream
ofgreen and pleasant lands,
Let's take the most com-
mon fantasy. Youwake up on
agrimand dull London day
and the nearest youaretoa
log fireisthe pileoflastweck’s
papersbythe kirchen bin.
Youwantrolling hills, roar-
ing hearths, deep glasses of

rich red wine and roastlamb
just like yourmum made it

SOYOU LT YOUT PaTtnes
and say:"Why don'twe find a
lovely country pub?®

You imagine driving foran
hour or 5o, through leafy,
sun-dappled roads, before
chancingaleftrurn andbeing
z:u:\.‘tud ll}' achocolare-box
cottage, with smake walting
outelthe chimney:

Inside, a iu[ly landlord
griets you, a borcle of claret
openon the barand a foam-
ing pintofbitterat his clbow,
as he nods towards the arm-
chairs bythe glowing fire.

Reality is always different.
You fnd )lmu'.kr_-ll':.c.rudluil'lg
at the satnavas you miss yer
another junction offtheM3,
and theonly pubs you can see
have “coaches catered for”
signs outside.

You have the choice of a
H.n'\.'L"ult'rm'.tlalihuh'l'lllh]'l.'-'
spotty teenagers wicth New
Yorkghettorap onaloop. The
anly food servedisas ogay
eggsandwich,

But don't despair. Idyllic
pubs doexist, you just need to

-

RURAL IDYLL | The Lamb at Hindon is.sotin a beautiful location, boasts antique paintings, and has that all-important log fire

know where they are. More
chels realise going “gastro”
can beaseffectivein the coun-
trysideasin London.

Forsomething that won't
murderyourwallet, you need
torelyonalittle planningand
recomimendations.

Blindly heading for the hills
will get you nowhere, Ask
around, look in a guidebook
and check out our fact box.
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Those elusive “perfect pubs”’

townie’s guide
to a country

WHERE TO FIND A LOG FIRE

The Lamb Inn Hindon, Wiltshire
(01747 B20573)

Dark red walls, antique paintings
and a whisky and cigar bar good
enaugh farCasto

Thie Griffin Inn Fletching, near
Uckfield, East Sussex (01825
722890)

This is & 400-year-old inn situated
in picturesque surroundings with
pies, lamb shanks and bread and
butter pudding on the menu

The Falkland Arms Great Tew,
Oxfordshire (01608 683653)

A 16th-century cottage pubwith a
flagstone floor

The Museum Inn Farnham, near
Blandford Forum, Dorset (01267
516261)

Sophisticated food in
17th-century pub
surroundings

The Star Inn Harome,
near Helmsley, North

Yorkshire (01439 7703

A trek from Landan, biit worth it.
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