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PLEASURES PURSUED A

PRANDIAL PLEASURE
BOY'S OWN BASEMENT

It's fzirly safe to say that the owner
of Boisdale of Bishopsgalo
restzurant is something of a bon
viverr, wilh majorly hedonistic
tendencies. An evening spent in the
Landan restaurant revoals maora
Ihan a passing interest in good
cooking, whisky, cigars, jazz and
blues, Scatland and Cuba, It rmay
sound rather cclectic, but the whaole
thing fits just right.

Boisdale is tucked away in an
alley facing Liverpool Street station,
Better still, for thase with an
unshakeable love of good old-
fashioned dive bars, most of the
aclion takes place in a basement.
But it's elder and wizer than the
dive bars of my salad days - the
food and service are first-rate.

Yel the place has the air of bzing
a well-kept secret. The musicians
are close enough ta chat to, playing
feel-good blues, which is not the
contradiclion in terms il may seem.
On a recent Friday night there was
a respectable enough crawd, but
when the foad arrived it was hard to
see why there wasn't a wailing list.

Thare's a great fwo-course deal
for £17.80 but we ordered & la carte
To start, hot-smoked salmon from
South Uisl with new polate and
horseradish salad [£%.90) and
smakad beet breszala with wild
garlic and celeriac remoulade
[£R.75] - both experily and subtly
donz. A main course of roasted
butternut squash, rocket and
spinach risotle, goals cheese and
gremolata (£13.50] was ene of Lhos
complexly flavoured and textured
vegatarian dishes that convinces
people they really could live guite
happily withaut mazt, Until, that is,
a perfectly turned-out Aberdeen
Angus fillet steak, with rosti and
maral mushrogm sauce arrives.

Puddings were traditional, yel
done with {lair, But it's Boisdales
extras that transform a great meal
inte an event: the pudding wines,
the regiment of Scatch wiiskias,
the open enceuragement to smoke
a cigar... Anyone would think they
want you to have a good tima.

Mike Hobart

Boredale of Bishopsgale,
Swedeland Court, 202 Bishopsgate
London ECZ, Q20 7283 1743,

wyaw boisdale.co.uk

&2 Frmagaring june 34 2005



